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Turkey Day Shopping Collection 

October 30 - November 20 
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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

In 1635, the Puritan clergyman, Roger Williams, was banished from Massachusetts Bay Colony for pro-
moting ideas of religious tolerance and for urging the separation of church and state.  To escape deportation 
back to England, Williams made his way to Narragansett Bay, where he purchased land from the Indians who 
lived there.  Together with a few friends, he established a settlement that he named Providence, a naming 
that Williams said was in gratitude “for God’s merciful providence to me in my distress.”  This settlement 
eventually became the capital of the colony of Rhode Island.  

For us who call ourselves Christians, our views, positions, and beliefs should all spring from our under-
standing of the providential will of God.  Christians seek, above all, to know and do the will of God.  As our 
spiritual ancestors believed, “The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.  You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).  These verses, known as 
the Shema, have played a central role in Jewish and Christian traditions.  In Judaism it is recited at the begin-
ning and end of the day.  In Christianity the Shema introduces the greatest commandment:  to love God.  
Ultimately, nothing matters more than love and loyalty to God and God’s will.  We consider ourselves citizens 
of God’s kingdom first, even before our national citizenship, and we endeavor to live so as to bring God’s 
reign to the whole world.  When we invite Jesus to be Lord in our lives, we invite him to be our sovereign or 
ruler.  We agree to live by his commands and teachings.  And we pledge to seek to do his will. 

What a privilege it is, then, to be an American.  What a joy to worship God in the land of the free and the 
home of the brave.  Among other things, we hold this right to be sacred:  “That Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”  We believe in the separation 
of church and state.  When some Pharisees were trying to find a way to trap Jesus in his words, they posed a 
question about taxes.  Jesus’ response was “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs 
to God” (Matthew 22:21).  Jesus taught that one’s most basic and essential allegiance belongs to God; this 
commitment determines the direction of one’s life. 

The First Amendment guarantees freedom OF religion, not freedom FROM religion in America.  In their 
indomitable wisdom, the founders of America believed in the separation between church and state.  Thomas 
Jefferson was adamant that the state has no business forcing religion on anybody, and that state-sponsored 
religion is a bad idea.  Gary Wills, a Catholic lay scholars, explains:  “Jefferson was trying to save a secular 
republic from the superstitions of the past, Roger Williams was trying to sequester religion from the interfer-
ence of earthly rulers.”  However, I don’t think our American founders intended that religion would be totally 
divorced from the public arena.  Where else is the moral voice of America going to come from?  Stephen L. 
Carter says it well:  “In our sensible zeal to keep religion from dominating our politics, we have created a cul-
ture that presses the religiously faithful to be other than themselves, to act publicly, and privately as well, as 
though their faith does not matter to them.” 

In modern America, it seems, there is this concentrated effort in the name of pluralism to remove religion 
from public life.  But erasing God from public view is easier said than done.  True, we no longer have prayer 
in public schools, yet the same Congress which banned the practice in public schools begins each session 
with a prayer from a tax paid chaplain.  Maybe Congress needs prayer more than school children do.  Even 
our currency continues to proclaim “IN GOD WE TRUST.”  There are other instances where symbols of God 
are in public view, including a massive sculpture of Moses bearing two tablets (reminding us of the Ten Com-
mandments) at the east end of the Supreme Court.  There have been unsuccessful attempts to remove the 
words “under God” from the Pledge of Allegiance.  Getting God out of public life is proving to be more diffi-
cult than we could imagine. 

Perhaps the real answer to religion in America comes not from words written by our forefathers in docu-
ments and stone, but words written on the hearts of our people and practiced in our relationships with one 
another.  Not civil religion, but authentic faith is our hope of salvation.  Roger Williams got it right when he 
named his early American settlement Providence.  Providence means God is at work in God’s world and God 
will win.  That’s food for thought!  
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ReCharge Menus  
for November 

 

November 2 
 

Caramelized Apples & Pork Tenderloin,  
Potatoes, & Root Vegetables 

 

Vegetarian option 

 
November 9 

 

Houli Houli Chicken (Hawaiian),  
Pineapple Rice, & Green Beans 

 

Vegetarian Option 

 
November 16 

 

Beef Stew & Crusty Bread 
 

Vegetarian Soup Option 

 
November 23 

 

ReCharge WILL NOT meet 

 
November 30 

 

Chicken Pot Pie Casserole & Yeast Roll 
 

Vegetarian Option 

After Dinner Activities for November 
 

From 6:15 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. 
 

Within My Heart A Melody  

(Room 173) 

What’s your favorite church song? Which do you know by 
heart? Explore a wide variety of songs and hymns, learn 
what they mean, and find some new favorites in this lively 45
-minute class.  Leaders are Lou-Anne Smith and Rev. Helen 
Casey-Rutland. 

 

Serving Together  

(Room 174) 

This class is open to anyone, but especially focused on 
children and their families.  Learn about local and global mis-
sions and enjoy a hands-on activity to help people in need. 

 

 Youth Activities  

(Youth Center – Room 182) 

 
From 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. 

 

Senior Pastor’s Midweek Bible Study  

(Fellowship Hall) 

“Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?” is the theme for 
our current Bible Study.  Repeated on Thursday morning 
(10:30 to 11:30 am).  

Have you experienced ReCharge Wednesdays yet?  If not, why are you waiting?  Beginning at 5:30 p.m., 
come for a delicious dinner and good fellowship with friends and family.  Enjoy a leisurely meal, expertly pre-
pared for a very small price:  $6.00 per person with a $20.00 family maximum.  After dinner, attend a class 
to learn about hymns, attend another class to learn about local and global mission projects or simply enjoy 
the rest of your evening!   

Please make a reservation for dinner by completing a dinner form at Connection Corner, in 
the pew racks, or calling the church office.  Reservations are due into the church office by Tues-
day noon before the Wednesday dinner.   

Questions, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

WEDNESDAYS 
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
November 2016 - UMW Circle Meetings 

UMW Book Club 
The November meeting of the UMW Book Club will take place on Monday, 

November 14, at the home of Karen McPherson (3296 Reade’s Way).  We will be 
reading and discussing Praying in Color, by Sybil MacBeth.  It is in the Spiritual 
Growth category of the UMW Reading Program.  

All are welcome!  

For more information, contact Carol Brinkley, 757-258-0617. 

CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE — Tuesday, November 1 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  A speaker 
from Respite Care will present the program.  Please bring a bag lunch. 
 

JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE — Tuesday, November 1 at 1:30 p.m. in the Brookdale Activities Room.  
“Thankful Thoughts” is the program. 

 

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE — Wednesday, November 2 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Helen Casey-Rutland 
will be speaking.  Non-perishable food items for FISH should be brought to the meeting. 
 

OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE — Monday, November 7 at 9:30 a.m. in the Church Den.   
 

CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE — TBA. 
 

SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE — TBA. 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE — Monday, November 14 at 10:30 a.m. in the Church Den.  Pam MacGregor of The 
Arc will explain their program for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
 

WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE — Tuesday, November 15 at 10:30 a.m. in the Williamsburg Landing 
Main Building in the auditorium (on the kitchen side).  Helen Casey-Rutland will be speaking.   

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

UMW York River District Training Day — November 5 at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

WUMW General Meeting and Installation Service — November 6 at 2:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall 
 

WUMW Board Meeting — November 28 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 
 

World Thank Offering Due — November 28 
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Daylight Saving Time Ends Sunday, November 1 at 2:00 a.m. 

The Silver Saints will meet on Wednesday, November 9 at noon in the 
Fellowship Hall.  We will enjoy a potluck lunch followed by a presentation by 
Andrew Smith, from the Williamsburg Regional Library.  Andrew will give us an 
overview of the libraries collections, programs, services and facilities.  Please 
bring a dish to share for the lunch, $1 for the chicken and food items for FISH.  
All are welcome!   

Questions?  Contact Art & Loretta Heezen (565-2518)  
or lorettaheezen@gmail.com. 

Silver Saints Luncheon 

Thank You  

from the 

Mouser Family 
The family of Hugh Philip Mouser 

wishes to thank all of those  
who have made donations to  

the church in Phil’s name.   
We are very grateful. 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

If you ever have a moment,  
stop by our website to see what’s 

going on at our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org. 

 

Find out about all the ministries and other 
activities that you or your family may be  

interested in joining!! 
 

We have something for everyone!! 
 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website,  

contact the church office (229-1771). 

mailto:lorettaheezen@gmail.com
http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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 If you are looking for a family-friendly worship experience, 
come to our “3rd Sunday Worship” on Sunday, November 20. 
We will gather at 5:00 p.m. for worship and then enjoy an informal supper and fellowship at 6:00 
p.m.  Our theme for November and the beginning of the Christmas shopping season is “Black Friday 
Blues.”  Come, worship and love God together as a family!   

Questions, contact Andy Glascott, 229-1771.      

From the Worship Committee 
 

It has been a tradition with Williamsburg United Methodist Church to announce 
the birth of a child within our church family with a red rose on the altar.  Beginning in 
November, we will start a new tradition.  The Worship Committee has decided to 
place a Cradle Cross on the altar to honor the new baby.  The Cradle Cross will be 
given to  the family as a keepsake of the church’s celebration of the event. 

Communion Servers 
Communion servers are still needed for November 6 at the 11:00 a.m. service, and 

for both services on December 4.  Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board in the 
hallway beside the Church Den.  Plans are also in progress for Advent Sundays, which 
include families, couples, singles or small groups of people lighting the Advent wreath 
and providing a short reading.  Communion servers for our Christmas Eve services are 
also needed.  These are wonderful opportunities to serve our church in very meaningful 
ways during this most special time of our church year.  Please prayerfully consider sign-
ing up.   

Questions? Call Gwen Hamrick at 259-0318. 
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Youth Ministry News 

 
Greetings from New Jersey!  In this global village we now live in, I’m here for the 

wedding of a friend and former colleague at my last church in England.  And on Mon-
day, Amie and I are off to Michigan for a week. 

You may have gathered by now I love travel.  The scenery is often fantastic and 
the food usually fabulous, but one of the things I really enjoy is observing, and learn-
ing from, culture.  Bishop Worlock, a former Roman Catholic Bishop of Liverpool, once 
asked an unnamed Scouser (Liverpudlian slang for a local) what he thought culture 
was, and was given the reply “The way we do things round here”.  Liverpool definitely 
has its own way of doing things, as do Williamsburg, Vienna (Austria) and Lusaka 
(Zambia), all places I’ve been lucky to spend time.  

Of course, the way we do things now is different to the way we did things a few 
years ago.  I’m currently reading “Growing Young”, the result of 4 years intensive re-
search by the Fuller Youth Institute into why some churches are more effective than 
others attracting and retaining young people.  It talks in depth about 6 core commit-
ments churches that are growing young have taken on board.  None of those 6 core 
principals involve major changes to worship styles, buildings or program.  All talk about 
a change of culture. About relationship.  About empathy.  About releasing and enabling 
leaders of all ages.  

The way we do things in Williamsburg is vastly different now to how we did things 
25 years ago, and will in 25 years be very different again.  

In mid-November Youth Sunday will jump out on us, moved from its spring slot to 
autumn.  You may not see much of it, but behind the scenes, youth culture and what 
I’ll call older culture have been quietly and in small ways rubbing up against each other 
and it has been wonderful.  On November 13 we’ll be sharing some of those stories. 
We all want more young families as part of our church families.  We’ve made a start, 
and there’s a long way to go.  We can keep our sub-cultures at WUMC apart and watch 
them stagnate or we can put them together to talk and learn and grow.  I know which 
one I want, how about you? 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

Andy Glascott,  

WUMC Youth Director 
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of those who have  

passed away during the month 
of October: 

Dick Coakley 

Malvin “Mal” Leininger 

Drew Welty 

Do you have an article for 
the Newsletter? 

 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publica-
tion in the Messenger, the deadline for submit-
tals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted 
should be typed or neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 
page in length and are subject to editing for gram-
mar, spelling and content.   

Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.   

Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-
1771). 

November 15  
(note change of date) 

 

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
 

Theme:  Thanksgiving 
 

Join us for a spirited time of crafts, games,  

Celebration, and dinner as we celebrate  

the blessings of Thanksgiving! 

Stephen Ministers are caring people  

who are trained to provide  

a non-judgmental listening ear  

to people who have some of crisis.   

Confidentiality is an important part of this ministry.   

Messy Church  
in November 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Our Annual Thanksgiving 
Morning Ministry 

Each Thanksgiving morning our congregation prepares 
and delivers turkey dinners for people in Williamsburg who 
are homeless, shut-in, ill or disabled.  There are always peo-
ple in our community who will not have a Thanksgiving din-
ner without our help.  Each year more folks join in the fun of 
the morning!   While the cooks are busy in the kitchen eve-
ryone else participates in hands-on activities that benefit the 
lives of people in Williamsburg, in our country, or even 
around the world.  This year’s activities include: 

 

Decorating Christmas stockings for a small Methodist school 

Packaging hygiene kits for homeless shelters 

Assembling birthing kits for distribution around the world 

Decorating toy bags for pre-schoolers served by Erase the Need 

Creating spiritual placemats for Kairos Prison Ministry 

Making Christmas ornaments for the shut-ins in our community 

Filling “blessing bags” for folks who may be homeless at Christmas 

And each year we add more activities to capitalize on the creativity and compassion of all who show up 
ready to serve others. 

Here’s how you can help with our Thanksgiving outreach: 
 

Pick up an orange shopping list after the worship service on October 30, November 6 
or November 13, and bring your canned sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry 
sauce, and $15 check to church by Sunday, November 20.  Make the check out to 
WUMC and write “Turkey Day” on the memo line.  Your money will purchase turkey, 
rolls, pies and fruit, and help fund the hands-on activities planned for that morning. 
 

Join us on Thanksgiving Day!  To ensure that everyone who commits time to the morning has a 
meaningful experience, it is essential that you register so 
that you can be assigned a specific task and time to “report for 
duty”.  To register contact Lianne Koch in the church of-
fice, 229-1771, or lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  The 
registration period is November 1 – November 16.  We 
will need your name, phone number, the number of volunteers 
coming to help, and the ages of any children that are participat-
ing.  You will receive a phone call in the week before Thanksgiv-
ing to arrange your assignment.  

 

Once again Williamsburg United Methodist Church is blessed to be a 
blessing! 

 

Your Local Outreach Team 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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UNITED METHODIST 
FAMILY SERVICES 

For 114 years UMFS 
has been helping children 
and families in Virginia 
reach their full potential. 
Services include treatment foster care programs, 
foster parenting, adoption programs, residential 
treatment programs for trauma, Charterhouse 
School for students with special needs, and Project 
LIFE for teens aging out of foster care. 

 

NIGERIA CRISIS FUND     

Since the beginning of mission work in Nigeria in 
the 1920’s, vibrant Christian communities have ex-
panded throughout northeastern Nigeria.  However, 

recently the extremist group Boko 
Haram has taken over towns and 
villages in the Christian area, kid-
napping women and children, kill-
ing thousands and destroying 
homes, churches, and schools.   

Upcoming Advent Events 
Mark Your Calendar . . .  

Advent begins November 27! 

Hat, Glove & Sock Tree 

Tree is located outside the Church Office.   

Collection begins November 27 
 

Messiah 

WUMC Sanctuary 

Friday, December 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 3 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Alternative Giving Fair 

Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, December 4 from 9:15 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. 

Respite Care Benefit Concert 

WUMC Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 11 from 3:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas at Williamsburg 

WUMC Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 18 at 8:15 a.m.  
& 11:00 a.m. worship services 

 

A Service of Hope and Light 

WUMC Sanctuary 

Wednesday, December 21 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Bingo!  It’s Christmas! 
A ReCharge Worship 

WUMC Sanctuary 

Wednesday, December 21  
from 6:30 p.m. — 7:15 p.m. 

On behalf of the congregation of WUMC, your Global Outreach team has chosen these organizations to 
receive a portion of our annual special Advent offering: 

2016 Advent Offerings — Global Outreach Beneficiaries: 

Violence has been widespread.  Our donation will be 
funneled to the Nigeria Crisis Fund of the Church of 
the Brethren and used to provide temporary shelter, 
food, water, and medical supplies.  WUMC member 
Marilyn Johnson grew up in this mission area where 
her father was a physician and her mother, a teacher. 

 

ABUKLOI 

Begun by one of the Lost Boys of Sudan and a 
group of friends, Abukloi’s goal was originally to pro-
vide education for the children of South Sudan.  A 
successful education program has begun; however, 
recent civil strife in the country has created a crisis of 
food insecurity.  30,000 are facing starvation; fighting 
has prevented the delivery of humanitarian aid.  
Thus, Abukloi has established an agriculture program 
in order to provide food to 
those in the area.   WUMC 
member Bob Parsons has 
been instrumental in the 
work of Abukloi.    
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES  

Child Development Resources (CDR) serves families with 
infants and toddlers from birth to age 3.  They provide early inter-
vention for children who have disabilities or delays in their develop-
ment; are at risk because of very low family income; or have risk 

factors such as premature birth, teen parents, or parental substance abuse.  CDR provides high-quality child 
care and development services.  They are a recognized model for child development education throughout 
the country, and have provided state-of-the-art training and technical assistance in the last 25 years to more 
than 12,000 early care professionals.  CDR serves children in Williamsburg, James City County, York County, 
and Poquoson. 

2016 Advent Offerings — Local Outreach Beneficiaries: 
On behalf of the congregation of WUMC, your Local Outreach team has chosen these organizations to 

receive a portion of our annual special Advent offering: 

Holiday Flowers 
Holiday Flowers given in honor or memory of loved ones are a Christmas tradition 

at this church.  This year’s poinsettias cost $20 each, or you may make a gift of that 
amount to the Holiday Flower Fund.  Make your check payable to the church.  

  

Deadline - December 1.   
 

Please place this    Poinsettia or   Gift 

 
In memory of:    
(Print) 

 
In honor of:    
(Print) 

 
Given by:    
(Print) 

GREATER WILLIAMSBURG OUTREACH MISSION 

The purpose of the Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM) is to meet the 
needs of area citizens who are homeless, at risk of becoming homeless, or have other 
basic needs for assistance.  WUMC has been a member of the interfaith coalition that sup-
ports GWOM since its inception in 2012.  Among its missions, GWOM operates a year-
round day center known as House of Mercy, Monday through Thursday, where area 
homeless can have breakfast and lunch, access to showers and restrooms, and comput-
ers.  Our Advent support will assist in the development of their next priority -- a family 
shelter offering temporary housing while a family works toward a permanent home. 

OLDE TOWNE MEDICAL & DENTAL CENTER  

Olde Towne Medical & Dental Center (OTMDC) addresses the needs of 
Greater Williamsburg’s uninsured and medically underserved residents.  Its 
mission is to provide quality, cost-effective, coordinated and preventative 

primary health care to clients, regardless of ability to pay.  OTMDC is led by a small core of staff with exten-
sive volunteer community support from 11 physicians, 16 dentists and 45 non-medical individuals.  Currently 
OTMDC averages more than 1,350 medical and dental patient visits per month.  WUMC has supported OT-
MDC since its inception in 1993. 
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Thank You, Volunteers! 
 

The Global Outreach Committee wishes to thank the 133 volunteers who 
made the recent Stop Hunger Now meal packaging event a success. Church 
volunteers, W&M students, plus volunteers from the U.S. Coast Guard, set up 
and took down the tables and chairs; hooked up the electrical wiring needed 
to power certain equipment; and lifted lots of heavy supplies.  Altogether 133 
people prepared 40,000 packages of life-saving food to be sent to Haiti and 
other parts of the world affected by disaster and famine.  And all this was 
completed in 6 hours.  Thank you all for a job well done; and thank you again 
to Towne Bank; Williamsburg United Methodist Women; Mark, Jenny & Megan 
Phinney; and the families of 2016 Vacation Bible School children for their sup-
port!   

 

Your Global Outreach Team 

GivingTuesday 
 

GivingTuesday is a global day of giving fueled by the power of social media and collaboration.  Celebrated 
on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving (November 29, 2016), GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable season, 
when many focus on their holiday and end-of-year giving.  Please consider extending the spirit of giving 
thanks into the Advent season by participating in UMC Giving Tuesday.    

Below is a list of missions and missionaries with whom WUMC has either a covenant relationship or to 
whom we provide some support: 

 

 Hyo-Won Park/Russia  #3021822  

 Cookson Hills Center/Oklahoma  #582161  

 Jeremiah Project/Virginia  #3021220 

 Clara Biswas/Cambodia  #13952z 

 Jacques Umembudi/Democratic Republic 

of Congo  #14020Z 

 Nancy Robinson/SEJUMC  #3021816 

 Hope Center/Latvia  #3020447  

 Camp Wesley/Latvia  #15160N 
  

Your Global Outreach committee members will be connected to www.umcmission.org/give and we 
hope you will too. 

 

Your Global Outreach Team 

http://www.umcmission.org/give
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Give Thanks, Give Life 
 

By Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland 
 

Every day, someone in Williamsburg benefits from blood donation.  Every week, 
someone walks through the doors of WUMC, the beneficiary of organ donation.  The 
UMC encourages congregations each November to lift up organ and tissue donation and 
give thanks for the life-saving generosity of those who enable such gifts.  

 

“We believe that organ transplantation and donation are acts of charity, 
agape love, and self-sacrifice.  We recognize the life-giving benefits of organ 
and other tissue donation and encourage all people of faith to become organ 
and tissue donors as part of their love and ministry to others in need.”   

(UM Book of Discipline, 2012, para. 162W.) 
 

If you or a loved one has benefited from someone else’s organ, tissue, or blood dona-
tion, give thanks for the gift, and tell others about your experience.  If you have not 
signed up to be an organ donor, do so, and tell your family and your doctor your wishes. 
If you are able to donate blood, sign up today with the Red Cross (www.redcross.org; 
1-800-RED-CROSS). 

I routinely visit members of our congregation whose lives and health are saved by the 
blood, organ, and tissue donations of others.  This year, as we celebrate Thanksgiving, 
let’s give thanks for those who take the time and make the effort to offer such gifts.  And 
let’s give thanks for the opportunities God gives us every day to give of ourselves in un-
selfish agape love. 

Call for Fabric for School Bags 
 

We are getting ready to make school bags for UMCOR school kits.  We would love 
donations of drapery weight fabric or other sturdy fabric.  If you are downsizing or 
redecorating, we could use the curtains or drapes that you no longer need.  We are 
anticipating sending over 300 finished school kits to Conference this next June.  Col-
lection begins November 1 through the end of the year.  Put your donated items in 
the marked bin in the closet near the Atrium. 

 

Thank you, 

Barb Hamson for the UMCOR Kit Committee 

http://www.redcross.org
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DOES GOD REALLY ANSWER PRAYERS? 
We are familiar with the evangelist Billy Graham.  When he was asked “Does God really answer prayers?” 

This was his answer. 

Prayer is one of our greatest privileges as God’s children, and even if God doesn’t seem to answer your 
prayers at first, don’t stop praying.  God loves you, and no prayer goes unanswered. 

Jesus once told a story about a poor widow who repeatedly asked a corrupt judge to do what was right. 
(You can read it in Luke 18:1-8)  Repeatedly the judge refused-not because her request was wrong, but be-
cause he just didn’t care. 

But because of her persistence, he eventually gave in and granted her what she deserved.  In a far great-
er way, Jesus said, God (who is righteous and does care for us) hears the prayers of His people, and we must 
never give up. 

But let me add two things.  First realize that sometimes God is actually answering our prayers when we 
don’t realize it-and the reason is because His answer may be “No” or “Wait”.  Yes, we think we know what’s 
best for us-but God sees the whole picture and sometimes He lovingly refuses to give us what we request, 
because He knows it isn’t according to His perfect plan. 

Second, remember that we have the privilege of coming to God only because Jesus 
Christ died for our sins.  Have you given your life to Him?  If not, let your first prayer be 
one of confession and faith, asking Him to come into your life as your Lord and Savior. 

Taken from Prayer 101:  How Do I Talk to God 

Let me remind you to “Pray without ceasing.” I Thessalonians 5:17 
 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry,  

contact Cindy Banek (229–1771) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Thanks to everyone who supported Respite at the Annual 
Benefit Luncheon catered by Carrabba’s last month!  Over $4000 
was raised through tickets and donations to support our afternoon 
enrichment program for dependent seniors in the communi-
ty.  Once again, Carrabba’s donated the entire entrée at no cost 
to Respite; Trader Joe’s provided 30 pumpkins for decoration and 
door prizes!  Special thanks to Ruth Simpson, Jan Boykin, and 
Nancy Ward for the countless hours they put into making this a 
wonderful, festive event! 

Respite  

 News 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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given in memory of Irene Fukuchi Sadler from 

 Walter & Shirley Leyland                                   
Stephanie Leyland McClair 

 Mr. & Mrs. Chris Hailey 

 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Emanuel 

 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Worstell 

 Mr. & Mrs. Carter Cowles 

 Mr. & Mrs. Henry Gerhart 

 Ms. Jean Hamakawa 

 Mrs. Janet Snook 

 Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Smith 

 Mrs. Jean Patterson 

 The Carol-Scott Circle 

given to the Philippine Mission in memory of  
Alberto Carame Kalaskas from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Lyman Hubbard 

given to the 3rd Century Endowment Fund 

 in memory of Rose Graning from 

 WUMC Fellowship Class 

given in memory of Lyn Ashby from 

 Mr.& Mrs. John Madel 

given to Respite Care  
in memory of Abraham Gardner from 

 Mrs. Josephine Behan 

given in memory of  
Abraham Gardner from 

 Mr. & Mrs. David Dinsmore  Dr. & Mrs. Richard Prosl 

 Mr. Samuel Hoyle 

given in memory of Richard W. Coakley from 

 Mr. John Watkins 

given in memory of Sarah Whitcomb Lieurance from 

 Williamsburg Landing Circle 

given to UMCOR Disaster Relief 

in memory of Hugh Phillip Mouser from 

 Ms. Holley Walling 

given to Debt Reduction  
in memory of Hugh Phillip Mouser from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy McCarter 

given to the 3rd Century Endowment Fund 

 in memory of Nick Reams from 

 WUMC Fellowship Class 

given to Kairos   
in memory of Maurice Porter from 

 Ms. Holley Walling 

given to Endowment Fund   
in memory of Irene Fukuchi Sadler from 

given to Respite Care 
in memory of Stowell Symmes from 

 Ms. Betty Tyrrell  Mr. & Mrs. Bob Evans 

 Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Jansen 

 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stevenson 

 Kiyoshi & Mikako Hamakawa 

 Rev. Dr. & Mrs. David Hindman 

 Mr. & Mrs. William Kelso 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

With W. E. Channing we say, “God be thanked for books!  They are the voices of the distant and the 
dead, and make us heirs of the spiritual life of past ages.”  They are the voices of these times, as well, inspir-
ing, informing, challenging and transforming.  In our church library you’ll find books that speak to you in all 
of the above ways and more.  Recent additions include THE UNDERGROUND GIRLS OF KABUL by Jenny 
Nordberg, “a riveting firsthand account of what life as a girl is like in Afghanistan and how it often means be-
coming a boy.  Partly a reflection on the politics of sex and gender, this rare glimpse of Afghan life sheds 
light on the real lives of girls and women in Afghanistan today and their vulnerabilities, strength and ability to 
adapt to the constricts society places on them.” 

For our children, must reads for this month include, quite naturally, IN NOVEMBER.  Then discover 
what’s in THE MEMORY CUPBOARD, give THANKS FOR THANKSGIVING, learn about SAYING 
GRACE  and celebrate the season with T IS FOR TURKEY, a unique alphabet book. 

 

“A book is the only place in which you can examine a fragile thought without breaking it,  
or explore an explosive idea without fear it will go off in your face.   

It is one of the few havens remaining where a man’s mind can get both provocation and privacy.”   

--Edward P. Morgan 

Library News 


